
Are we damaging our world?

Subject Specific Vocabulary Kinds of deserts

biodiversity The world’s deserts can be 
divided into five types—
subtropical, coastal, rain 
shadow, interior, and 
polar. Deserts are divided into 
these types according to the 
causes of their dryness.

climate 
change

desert

greenhouse 
gases

Knowledge

grid 
reference

 In the UK, there are four main sources of renewable 
energy: wind, solar, hydroelectric and bioenergy.

latitude  Solar power generates electricity by capturing sunlight on 
solar panels in a joint chemical and physical reaction, 
known as the ‘photovoltaic effect’ (or PV).

longitude  A disadvantage of non-renewable energy sources is that 
they often take hundreds of thousands of years to form, 
and have to be extracted from the earth and burned in 
order to create the energy that generates electricity. net zero

Ordnance 
Survey

 Non-renewable energy sources emit harmful greenhouse 
gases like CO2 when they’re burned.

renewable

energy 
source

 Nuclear power is a way to generate electricity that we use 
every day. This type of power is created in nuclear power 
plants all over the world.


