
What is life like in the Amazon and why is South America so diverse?

Subject Specific Vocabulary Causes of earthquakes

Andes

Atacama 
Desert

deforestation

South American countries
economy Knowledge

There are 12 sovereign states:

• Brazil

• Argentina

• Chile

• Venezuela

• Colombia

• Peru

• Suriname

• Bolivia

• Uruguay

• Paraguay

• Guyana

• Ecuador

Plus,  a part of France (French  Guiana) and a non-

sovereign area (the Falkland Islands, a British Overseas 

Territory though this is disputed by Argentina).

Incas ❑ There are 12 countries in South America and almost 400 million 
people live there.

inhabitant ❑ Brazil is the largest country and covers almost half the continent. It 
is only slightly smaller than the USA.

sparsely 
populated

❑ South America’s largest river is the Amazon, which is the second 

longest river in the world. However, the Amazon carries more 
water than any other river in the world.

sustainable ❑ Sao Paulo is the largest city with more than 20 million people living 
there.

rural ❑ Spanish is the most popular language in South America even 
though Brazilians speak Portuguese.

urban ❑ The Incas were the largest group of indigenous people in South 
America when the Europeans arrived.


